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The Henry Franclsco House
Allen Road, BEast of Grandview Avenue
Borough of North Caldwell :
Essex County, New Jersey

Owvmers: Mr, and Mrs, W, Searls Rosse
(72 Mountein Avenue, North Caldwell)

Date of Erection: In or about 1797, with frane
annex later '

Architect; TUnknown
Builder: Henry Franclsco (d. 1852)
Present Condition: Original, unoccupied

Number of Storles: One and one~half and ecellar, and
' two and one~half:

Materials of Constructlon:

Foundation - stone masonry

Exterlor walls -~ rubble worlk stone masonry
to eaveline all around in original
house; frame clapboarded in amnex

Interlor walls - stone masonry party wall
and frame partlitions

Chimneys =~ brick, built Ilnto inslde of
gable end walls

Roof = gabled, wood shingled on original
house, slate on annex

Historleal Data:

The ldentity of the original owner of the
stone masonry sectlon of this two-part farmhouse has
been dlscovered by search of tltle as recorded in the
County archives reported as followss
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By a deed of dlivision of the real estate
of Cornelius CGarritse# (Garritson), deceased, among
bhis three deughters and thelr respective busbands
deted 14 October 1779, two of them, Garrit Jansen
Garritson and wife Margaret and Simeon Jensen Van
Winckle ana wife Clsesye quitclaimed to Henry Jansen
Garriteon during his lifetime, in right of hilas wife
Blizebeth, deceased, and after hls death te thelr
son John Garretson (8ll the partles being of Acquacka=-
nonk Township, Esszex County) in conslideratlon of ten
shillings, the followlng three tracts of land, (1)
ne=third of the swamp or meadow which the sald
Cornelius Garritse cleimed by release from Jacob Van
Winckle and Jacobus Post, dated 15 January 1759,

 {2) The eastern half of the land which he purchased

from the helrs of Richard Bradberry, both propertles
being im Accquackanonk Township, and {(3) one~third of
the land he claimed in Bergen County, No deseription
of these tracts by metes and bounds 1is glven. The
deed was witnessed by Henry Garritse and Hessel
Peterse, but was not recorded until 29 February 1797,

- some 17 years later, By another deed of 14 October

- X779, the sald Henry J. Garritse, Garrit J. Garriltse
and his wife Margaret quitclalmed to the other helrs,
sald Simeon J, Van Winckle and hls wife Claesye their
share of the estate, including the homestead farm
fwhere the sald deceased Cornelius Garritse did dwell
upon" and they occupled 1t thereafter, From this
last, 1t 1s clear that the house here surveyed was
not that one ocoupled by him,

"~ The grantee Henry Garritse abovesald, belng
stlll of Acquackanonk Townshlp, conveyed to Henry
Franclsco of the same place by deed of 8 February
1797, in conslderstion of 1000 Pounds, an lrregular
tract of 101,43 acres there, bounded north by the
lands of Thomas Speer and Willlism Manning, esst Dby
those of Isaac Vier and David Vier, south by Sindellts
mill and west by those of James Post, Also conveyed

# Cornellus Gerritse was a large landowner at the
"Boght" (bend of Passalc River) and lived there
sbout the time the deed (for the Dutech church lot,
1762) was given, about where the old Van Winkle home~
stesad (late Riverside Hotel) stood prior to 1873,

Wme Nelason, History of the 0ld Dutch Churech at
otowa , Patérson, N?J. (1892) p. 26,
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was a 4% acre lot in the Long meadow, bounded
east by the Great Ditch, north by Colllisrls farm,
west by Badgley!s farm apd south by Jonas Crane,
"Together with all and singular the proflts,
privileges and advantages wlth the appurtenances
to the same belonging” which omission of "house
would Indicate that none then stood on el ther
trect, HNo recltal of grantor's title to these
lands is given in this deed, so that they are
enly assumed here Lo have been part of those
aquiteclaimed to him in 1779 ss8 sbovesald,

By his wlll dated 25 July 1849 and
proved 3 April 1852, the grantee H?nry Francisco
abovenamed, of Caldwell Township(&), devised %o
‘his wife Sarah one horse, one cow, kltchen
furniture and "one of the rv oms of my dwelling
house which she may choose and as much of the
cellar and garret as she may want for her use,
and sufficient firewood to be brought to her
door by my sons Peter and Calvin and as mach of
the different kinds of grain usually raised on
the farm us she may need to be furnished equally
by my sons and to maintain her horse and cow or
such others as she may Ztoesecsssesecsad long as
she remeins my widow.,” To his two youngest daughters
{not named) he devlised $50 sach when 21 er at marriage,
and mentions two devghters married, He directed his
oxecutors to sell hls lands In the Great Plece meadows,
Essex County, and dlvlde the procesds asmong those four
daughters, To his son Josiah he devised $500., "I have
divided my homestead farm by & line running South 58
degrees 50 minutes east from the lower step of the

(s) Caldwell Townshilp created by Act of legislature
in 1798 dividing Newark and Acquackanonk Townships
into three. ' _
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pediment# in front ef my dwelling house, opposite

the cenbter of the entry or hall door, to the east
end of the farm, also by & line rumning from the
first comer of my sala farm from the Blg Diteh

along the north side of the farm north 66 degrees
west 5 chains and 24 links, opposite the center

of the back door of any sald dwelling house, thence
through the center of the same to the beginning

place of the first line iIn front of the house, thence
along the saild line, ruwnling parallel with the east
sids of the waggon shed maybe four feet from the
waggon house, to opposite the northeasterly corner

of the sald waggon house, thence along the northerly
end of the same to the mlddle of the public road,
thence along the seme to the north side of the farm,
thence along another line south 32 degrees west o
chains and 63 links to the beginning, and also by a
1ine begimning at a distance of ¢ chains and 55

links from the sald Big Ditch along the north slde

of sala farm, from thence ascross the same south 24
degrees 3U minutes west to the south side thereof,
between which last mentioned llne and the public

road there remains another lot," He states also

the dilvision of a woodlot on "the mountein northeast
from my dwelling house,”" all by & map deted 14 April
1849, and devised all these lands to hls sons Peter
and Calvin separately as follows, To Peter he gave
the lot adjoining the Blg Ditch along the north slde
of the famm, the lot lylng on the south sice of the
line from the lower step of the pedlrent In the front
of the house to the egst end of the farm, at the
public road, and the second lot descrlibed in the
dlvigion above, also the west slde of the woodlot.

To the son Calvin were §1ven the remalining two lots
of the homestead farm, "excepting one-half of the

saw mill and of the water which I glve to my son
Peter,” and to Calvin the eastern part of the woodlot,
"The second and third lots given to Peter will interfere
with the present way from the road to the barn, but it
1s my will the same shell =mlways remaln open for the
use of Calvin, his heirs and essigns., It is also my
will that Peter shall have the privilege of ualng the
present way In the celler and up In the garret, both

# l.e. pletform porch, or "stoep” as the Duteh called it,
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of which being in Calvin's part of this house."
The two sons were nsmed executors,

‘The map mentioned as sannexed to this
will shows Henry Franolsco's farm extending from
the "Big Ditch" southeast to the "Upper RoadW,#
traversed In a north to south dilrection by a
“Public Road"# near the center of the farm, wlth
the house to the west and the barn and mill to the
east thereof, and the division line through the
center of the house as described In the wille. By
those lines the farm was quartered alternately to
the two sons, and the house became thelr conmon
reaildence. Evlidently by the date of this willl,
1849, the frame annex had been erected to enlarge
the origlinasl stone house for the aseccommodation of
the families of these two brothers, _

But ten days after the probate of thelr
father's will, one of the brothers Peter H, Francisco,
with wife Ellzabeth, conveyed to the other, Calvin
Francisco all his share of the paternal homestead, ln
conglderation of $1100, Ry deed of lst December 1854,
sald Calvin Francisco, and his wife Harriet, of Caldwell
Township, passed the same share back to hls brother
Peter,

This Peter He Franclsco evidently continued
or then resumed residence in the homestead (here
surveyed), ana at the date of his will, 22 July 1862
(proved 6 August following), by which he devised to hls
wife Ellzabeth the use of all his property for the
support of herself and of thelir three ochlldren, with
permission to sell part thereof if necessary, during
her widowhood and afterwards to be equally dlvided
among the chlldren, Henry B., Sarah J,, and Frank
equally.

# Described also as the road from Christopher T,
Sindle's M1ll to Caldwell in the deed of 13 Apr,
1852 cited, probably the present Mountain Ave,

# Described also as the roed from Falrfleld to
Frenklin, 1852,
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By deed of 20 December 1893, two of
thess children and helrs, Sarah J, Cock of East
Oreonge, wife of George Ho. Cook,; and Frank Franclaco
of Caldwsll, conveyed their shares in part of the
estate to the third, Henry B. Francisco, describlng
one let of some 20 acres fronting 725 feet on the
southeast side of Kussmuul H1ll Road#, and another
lot of some 15 acres on the north slde of Greenbrook
Road, adjacent to the flrst lot,

Henry Be. Franclsco and his wife Ellzabeth,
who thus came into full possession of the house,
were reslding therein, or elsewhere In the Barough
of North Caldwell#+ on 16 December 1925, on which
date they gave a deed to the Greenbrook Acres corpora-
tion conveyling the two lots last above mentioned, as
ons tract. Thils grantee conveyed the house and part
of the same tract to the Hillside Gardens corporation
on 28 February 1927, and on 7 November following the
- latter conveyed to W. Searls Rose and his wife Ruth
. 3tarr Rose, of the Borough of North (Caldwell, a one
acre traect thereof on which stands the house aurveyed,
describing frontage on a private road designated as
Allen Road, These grantees remain the owners at the
time of our survey of the house In May 1940, but it
was then unoccupled.

Bibllography:
Search of title in Lynd anda Probate records

of Essex County by Thomas J, Riley, H.A.B.S.
abstractor, recelived 12 July 194U

s B Lok

Supervising Historian

3 OUR WILLIAMS, ¥, A T.A.
District Officer

% Now Central or Grandvisw Avenuves, The homestead 1ia
ont this lot cut from the original tract.

'/‘ #it Created 1898 from Caldwell Townshlp.



